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Focus of the Topical Issue, Aims, and
Scope

Historically, machine learning and causal inference have
been viewed as separate research domains. However, in
recent decades, there has been a growing effort to inte-
grate these two fields. More recently, ideas and methods
from Artificial Intelligence (AI) have also entered causal
inference. Machine learning and AI-based models (e.g.,
tree-based models, double/debiased machine learning,
deep neural networks and learning models, adversarial
learning, feature learning, and natural language process-
ing) have been increasingly applied to various causal in-
ference problems. These problems include treatment
effect estimation, model selection, covariate or effect
moderator selection, and causal discovery. Moreover,
concepts originating from causality, including counter-
factuals, have been leveraged to address new challenges in
machine learning and AI, particularly in areas such as
fairness, explainability, trustworthiness, and domain
generalization. Despite these advances, much of the
progress has occurred in the fields of statistics and com-
puter science, with less attention paid to the behavioral
and social sciences.
Therefore, this topical issue aims to encompass original

methodological and applied research as well as reviews
that explore and demonstrate the advances in integrating
machine learning and causal inference within the be-
havioral and social sciences. We invite submissions of
original papers addressing, but not limited to, the following
topics:

• Overviews of recent integrations between causal in-
ference and machine learning/AI,

• The role of machine learning/AI in identifying and
estimating causal effects (e.g., heterogeneous treat-
ment effect estimation, covariate selection, AI-based
causal discovery),

• The contribution of causal thinking and inference to
trustworthy machine learning (e.g., fairness-aware
machine learning, causal explainable AI),

• Applications of machine learning methods for causal
inference in the behavioral and social sciences, and

• Tutorials that provide practical guidance on the use of
machine learning methods for causal inference.

How to Submit

There is a two-stage submission process. Initially, inter-
ested authors are requested to submit extended abstracts
of their proposed papers. Authors of the selected abstracts
will then be invited to submit full papers. All papers will
undergo blind peer review.

Stage 1: Structured Abstract Submission

Authors interested in this topical issue must submit a
structured abstract of the planned manuscript before
submitting a full paper. The goal is to provide authors with
prompt feedback regarding the suitability and relevance of
the planned manuscript to the topical issue.
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The deadline for submitting structured abstracts is
September 1, 2025.

Feedback on whether or not the editors encourage authors
to submit a full paper will be given by October 15, 2025.

Submission Guidelines for Structured Abstracts
Structured abstracts should be within 1,000 words and
may encompass information on each of the following
headings: (a) Background, (b) Objectives, (c) Method/
Approach, (d) Results/Findings, and (e) Conclusions and
Implications (expected).

Structured abstracts should be submitted by e-mail to
Soojin Park (soojin.park@ucr.edu).

Stage 2: Full Paper Submission

For those who have been encouraged to submit a full
paper, the deadline for submission of manuscripts is
March 28, 2026.

Full manuscripts need to be submitted via the journal’s
manuscript portal at https://www.editorialmanager.com/
zfp and will undergo a blind peer review process.

Submission Guidelines for Full Papers
• Only English language submissions can be
considered.

• Contributionsmust be original (not published previously
or currently under review for publication elsewhere).

• Review and original articles should not exceed 45,000
characters and spaces in length (approximately
equivalent to 9,000 words), including references,
figures, and tables (allowances for figures and tables
should be deducted on the basis of size: approximately
1,250 characters for a quarter-page figure/table).

• All research syntheses should adhere to the meta-
analytic reporting standards (MARS) proposed by the
APA (http://www.apa.org/pubs/authors/jars.pdf). Ad-
ditionally, authors should include a statement in ac-
cordance with the Preferred Reporting Items for
Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses (PRISMA)
statement (http://www.prisma-statement.org) as a
supplemental file for review.

• Other submission formats (short reports, research
summaries, opinion pieces, etc.) are also considered;
please contact the editors for details.

• Reference citations in the text and in the reference list
should be in accordance with the principles set out in
the Publication Manual of the American Psychological
Association (7th ed.).

• Supplemental material must be made available
through Zenodo: https://zenodo.org/

• For detailed author guidelines, please see the journal’s
website at www.hogrefe.com/j/zfp/

Timeline

• September 1, 2025: Abstract submissions due
• October 15, 2025: Feedback to authors
• March 28, 2026: Full paper submissions due
• June 15, 2026: Feedback to authors of full paper
submissions due

• August 15, 2026: Revised manuscripts due
• August 31, 2026: Editorial decision about acceptance/
refusal of revised papers due

• Issue 1 (2027): Publication of topical issue
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