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Russian militarized aggression against Ukraine continues,
increasing the horrific human, cultural, economic, and envi-
ronmental toll on Ukrainians. Numerous epidemiological
studies have documented the mental health impact of
war and genocide on Ukrainians who remain in Ukraine,
are displaced within the country or reside as temporary
refugees in other countries (Goto et al., 2024; Hyland
et al., 2023; Kurapov et al., 2023; McElroy et al., 2024;
Xu et al, 2023). Ukrainian psychologists have been on
the forefront of providing mental health care for Ukrainians
who face consequences of war continually - individuals for
whom ongoing experience and management of trauma or
traumatizing conditions does not carry the prefix “Post-.”
Notably, Ukrainian psychology experienced strong develop-
ment in its transformation from the Soviet era while also
adapting its work to Russia’s initial invasion into Ukraine
with the occupation of Crimea and attacks on Eastern
Ukraine (Palii, 2022; Palii, Gorbunova, et al., 2024). Since
the start of the full scale invasion, Ukrainian psychologists,
often facing direct threats to lives of their patients and
themselves, have worked to provide crisis help, treatment
opportunities, training, and community-wide support in
innovative and professionally accelerative ways (Palii, Vely-
kodna, et al., 2024; Pinchuk et al., 2024; Vasylenko et al.,
2024; Velykodna et al., 2023, 2024). This special issue will
offer an expansive space for Ukrainian psychologists to doc-
ument their work and to reflect on the impact of war on the
profession.

Special Issue Focus

This special issue on “Ukrainian Psychology amidst the
Russia’s War Against Ukraine: Updates, Developments,
and Reflections” aims to address the importance of Ukrai-
nian psychologists’ work as an opportunity to inform and
expand European and global psychological understanding
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of mental health work, training, supervision, research, and

community engagement in times of ongoing active wars

and unfolding genocides. Topics of interest include, but
not limited to:

- Advanced and innovative use of documented and evi-
dence based psychological treatments in Ukraine
under conditions of war and genocide.

- Training and supervision of psychologists under condi-
tions of war and genocide.

- Challenges and innovations in clinical research in psy-
chology under conditions of war.

- Hybrid war against Ukrainian psychologists by Russia
and pro-Russian state agents.

- Uses of technologies, social media, and other tools in
conditions of ongoing war.

- Understanding military and veteran psychologies in
wars of liberation and self-defense.

- Inter-professional collaborations in mental health ser-
vices in Ukraine.

- Integration of arts, literature, music and other cultur-
ally-centered traditions in mental health services in
Ukraine.

Special Issue Editorial Committee

The editorial committee will be comprised of Ukrainian and
international psychology scholars.

Timeline and Submission Guidelines

e April 1,2025: Deadline to submit an extended abstract
via email to special issue editors (emails listed below).
Please include the topic, methods, authors, and key
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article points. This abstract submission can be in Ukrai-
nian but English submissions are encouraged.

e The Guest Editors and Editorial Committee will evalu-
ate the abstracts and provide feedback to the authors.

e June 1,2025: Date by which the authors will receive an
invitation to participate.

e December 31, 2025: Deadline for submission of full-
text manuscript. Invited papers must be submitted in
English, following Journal’s submission guidelines.

e March 1, 2026: Authors will receive first decision on
the manuscript submission.

Submissions

Because the European Psychologist privileges review,
integrative articles, and which are of relevance for the Euro-
pean context and particularly for the 350,000 psychologists
represented by the 37 associations members of the Euro-
pean Federation of Psychologists’ Associations (EFPA),
manuscripts should take a broad, synthesizing view within
the field with focus on Ukraine. All manuscripts will be
peer-reviewed, and should be prepared in accordance with
the journal guidelines. Submissions should be submitted
exclusively via the online submission system https://
www.editorialmanager.com/ep.

Manuscript Preparation

Original articles should not exceed 7,500 words including
abstract, references, figures, and tables, but may be allowed
more space on a case-by-case basis. Manuscripts should be
prepared in accordance with the journal’s author guidelines
available on the journal’s website at

https://www.hogrefe.com/j/ep

Contact Details

If you have any questions concerning editorial matters,
please contact
- the Editorial Office of European Psychologist:
europeanpsychologist@hogrefe.com, or
- the Special Issue Editors:
Valeriia Palii vpalii@kse.org.ua
Oksana Yakushko o.yakushko@email.gwu.edu

Should you have any technical queries regarding the online
submission system, please contact production@hogrefe.
com.
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Only papers that have not previously appeared in or are
currently under consideration for another publication can
be considered for publication. Manuscripts are subject to
peer review and may be returned to authors for revision.
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