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Debunking Method Myths: Rethinking Conventional Wisdom About Methods in
Psychological Measurement and Assessment, Other Areas of Psychology, and
Related Fields

Extended deadline: Full paper submission deadline February 28, 2026

We are delighted to announce a forthcoming special collection of Psychological Test Adaptation and
Development (PTAD), entitled “Debunking method myths: Rethinking conventional wisdom about
methods in psychological measurement and assessment, other areas of psychology, and related
fields.”

Aims and Scope
The aim of this special collection is threefold:
e To identify common beliefs about methods in measurement and related disciplines within
psychology that have been perpetuated through textbooks and other sources.
e To determine whether they qualify as myths or legends.
e To provide well-justified corrections that can inform future teaching, ultimately improving
research and practice.
Each submission should focus on one common belief about methods, argue why it represents a
myth or legend, and offer a correction or clarification.

Topics of Interest
We invite submissions addressing, but not limited to, potential myths and legends related to the
following areas:
e |tem response theory
e Mixed-effects modeling in measurement and elsewhere
e Effect size guidelines in the education sciences and psychology
e Latent variable modeling in measurement
e Sum scores to score persons
e Measurement invariance
e Scale levels
e Reliability of measurement instruments
e Change scores to describe a person’s change
e Reliable change
e Clinical significance
e Nonparametric methods in measurement
e Causal evidence
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Submission Guidelines

Manuscripts must adhere to the general author guidelines of PTAD and must be submitted through
the journal’s online submission system. Submissions will undergo a double-blind peer review
process to ensure rigor and quality.

Authors are encouraged to include Open Data, Open Materials, and Open Analytic Code wherever
possible to align with PTAD’s commitment to transparency and open science.

Please be aware that PTAD is the open access journal of the European Association of Psychological
Assessment, meaning that article publication charges (APCs) will apply.

We look forward to receiving your contributions!
Join us in advancing the dialogue on myths and legends about methods in psychological and related
research.

For more information, please contact the guest
editors of the collection:

Steffen Zitzmann Martin Hecht
Medical School Hamburg Helmut Schmidt University
steffen.zitzmann@medicalschool-hamburg.de ' martin.hecht@hsu-hh.de
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