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Focus of the Topical Issue, Aims, and
Scope

Within a dyad of two interacting individuals, each serves as
the environment for the other and, in turn, experiences the
other as their environment. Capturing the complex inter-
personal dynamics that emerge from this interdependence is
a major psychological and computational challenge. Inter-
actions become even richer given polyadic relationships and
larger groups. Mathematical and computational methods
offer powerful tools for uncovering the mechanisms that
shape such interactions. The topical issue “Formal models
and empirically informed simulations of interpersonal
dynamics” will highlight recent advances in applying such
methods to the study of interpersonal processes.
The topical issue invites contributions from across

psychological disciplines – including social, clinical, and
personality psychology – that employ frameworks such as
agent-based modeling, evolutionary game theory, Bayes-
ian modeling, active inference, and related approaches to
provide formal ways of representing, simulating, and
analyzing interpersonal phenomena. Both purely
theory-driven, formal models and empirically informed
simulations are welcome, offering insights into the emer-
gence, maintenance, and change of interpersonal patterns.
The topical issue further encourages contributions that

help bridge the gap between formal models and empirical
data through innovative approaches, such as interactive
paradigms enabling direct, real-time, cooperation and
competition between participants and formal models.
In addition to original research articles, the topical issue

welcomes tutorials, methodological contributions, and

systematic reviews addressing the role of formal modeling
and simulation in the study of interpersonal dynamics.
With a strong commitment to Open Science – including the
sharing of models, code, and materials – this topical issue
aims to advance the integration of formal modeling into
psychological research in general, and interpersonal dy-
namics in particular.
We invite submissions of original papers addressing, but

not limited to, the following topics:

• Formal theory-driven or empirically informed models of
interpersonal processes involving two or more inter-
acting individuals;

• Methodological advances in the formal modeling of
interpersonal interactions, including the application of
modeling frameworks from other disciplines (e.g.,
theoretical biology, economics, computational social
science, or physics) to interpersonal dynamics;

• Interactive paradigms that enable participants to en-
gage in real time with virtual agents driven by formal
models, either to estimate individual-level parameters
or to validate formal models (e.g., experimental
paradigms or approaches employing large language
models);

• Systematic reviews of formal models of interpersonal
dynamics, as well as systematic reviews of relevant
empirical data that may serve as a foundation for
future formal modeling (e.g., findings from dyadic
experience sampling studies or experimental
research);

• Tutorials providing practical guidance on the formal
modeling of two or more autonomous, yet interde-
pendent, agents.
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How to Submit

There is a two-stage submission process. Initially, inter-
ested authors are requested to submit extended abstracts
of their proposed papers. Authors of the selected abstracts
will then be invited to submit full papers. All papers will
undergo blind peer review.

Stage 1: Structured Abstract Submission

Authors interested in this topical issue must submit a
structured abstract of the planned manuscript before
submitting a full paper. The goal is to provide authors with
prompt feedback regarding the suitability and relevance of
the planned manuscript to the topical issue.
The deadline for submitting structured abstracts is

July 15, 2026. Feedback on whether or not the editors
encourage authors to submit a full paper will be given by
August 15, 2026.

Submission Guidelines for Structured Abstracts
Structured abstracts should be within 1,000 words and
may encompass information on each of the following
headings: (a) Background, (b) Objectives, (c) Method/
Approach, (d) Results/Findings, and (e) Conclusions and
Implications (expected).
Structured abstracts should be submitted by e-mail to

Stefan Westermann (stefan.westermann@uni-wh.de).

Stage 2: Full Paper Submission

For those who have been encouraged to submit a full
paper, the deadline for submission of manuscripts is
November 15, 2026.
Full manuscripts need to be submitted via the journal’s

manuscript portal at https://www.editorialmanager.com/
zfp and will undergo a blind peer review process.

Submission Guidelines for Full Papers
• Only English language submissions can be considered.
• Contributionsmust be original (not published previously
or currently under review for publication elsewhere).

• Review and original articles should not exceed
45,000 characters and spaces in length

(approximately 9,000 words), including references,
figures, and tables (allowances for figures and tables
should be deducted on the basis of size: approximately
1,250 characters for a quarter-page figure/table).

• All research syntheses should adhere to the meta-
analytic reporting standards (MARS) proposed by the
APA (http://www.apa.org/pubs/authors/jars.pdf).
Additionally, authors should include a statement in
accordance with the Preferred Reporting Items for
Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses (PRISMA)
statement (http://www.prisma-statement.org) as a
supplemental file for review.

• Other submission formats (short reports, opinion
pieces, etc.) are also considered; please contact the
editors for details.

• Reference citations in the text and in the reference list
should be in line with the principles set out in the
Publication Manual of the American Psychological As-
sociation (7th ed.).

• Supplemental material must be made available
through an online archive such as the Open Science
Framework (https://osf.io/) or Zenodo (https://
zenodo.org/).

• For detailed author guidelines, please see the journal’s
website at https://www.hogrefe.com/j/zfp/

Timeline

• July 15, 2026: Abstract submissions due
• August 15, 2026: Feedback to authors, invitations to
submit full papers

• November 15, 2026: Full paper submissions due
• January 15, 2027: Feedback to authors of full paper
submissions

• February 15, 2027: Revised manuscripts due
• February 28, 2027: Editorial decision about
acceptance/rejection of revised papers

• Issue 3 (2027): Publication of topical issue. Articles
accepted ahead of the rest of the issuematerial and/or
the issue due date will be published as advance ar-
ticles online.
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