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Focus of the Topical Issue, Aims, and
Scope

We are living through a time of multiple, overlapping
crises – from the climate crisis and environmental
degradation to geopolitical conflicts, societal polariza-
tion, a rising prevalence of mental health problems, and
the profound changes driven by technological trans-
formations. These global challenges are deeply psy-
chological in nature. They concern how people perceive
risks and form beliefs, how they behave in the face of
uncertainty, how they cooperate or become polarized,
and how societies adapt to fundamental changes. Psy-
chology, as the science of mind and behavior, should be
at the center of efforts to understand and address these
challenges.
Yet, there is a significant gap between what psycho-

logical research produces and what reaches practice and
policy. Despite decades of accumulated knowledge in the
field of psychology, turning these insights into real-world
impact remains one of the field’s most persistent chal-
lenges. A central reason for this persistent translation gap
lies in the fragmentation of psychology into numerous
subdisciplines, which often rely on different theories,
concepts, and methodologies and therefore remain only
weakly connected. As a result, knowledge does not travel
easily – not only from research to practice but also across
the discipline itself.

This problem is further reinforced by structural features
of psychological research. Basic research is typically
conducted under highly controlled and often simplified
conditions with the goal of establishing clear causal re-
lationships. However, such findings cannot easily be
transferred to complex real-life settings such as clinical
practice, education, or organizational environments. The
resulting gap between controlled research and real-world
contexts limits the ecological validity of many findings. At
the same time, different subdisciplines rely on partially
incompatible theoretical models and employ a wide range
of methodological approaches – from neuroscientific and
experimental designs to longitudinal, quantitative, and
qualitative research methods – making integration even
more difficult. Finally, translation is hindered by limited
bidirectional exchange, as insights from practice are not
sufficiently integrated into research, and vice versa.
In times of crisis, these challenges become particularly

urgent. When societies face complex and rapidly evolving
problems, the ability to integrate knowledge across sub-
disciplines and translate it into practice and policy is not
merely desirable but essential. This raises a central
question: How can psychological research be translated in
ways that are both scientifically grounded and able to
make a meaningful contribution to society?
Addressing this question requires bridging divides within

the discipline, fostering integration across theoretical and
methodological perspectives, and strengthening the align-
ment between research, practice, and policy. This topical
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issue of the Zeitschrift für Psychologie will therefore focus on
advancing translation within psychology and applying
psychological insights to complex, real-world problems and
global crises.

We welcome original research articles (including reg-
istered reports), methodological contributions/tutorials,
opinion pieces, and research syntheses (systematic
reviews/meta-analyses) that address, but are not limited
to, the following overarching questions:

• How can translation in psychology be effectively
advanced?

• What are examples of successful translation in
psychology?

• How can insights from basic psychological research be
better translated into a broad range of practical ap-
plications, including clinical psychology and psycho-
therapy, health psychology, counseling, work and
organizational psychology, engineering psychology,
educational psychology, media psychology, legal
psychology, sport psychology, environmental psy-
chology, and traffic psychology?

• How can applied fields, in turn, stimulate and inform
relevant basic research?

• How can exchange, collaboration, and communica-
tion between different basic and applied subdisci-
plines in psychology be strengthened?

• How can psychology help to inform evidence-based
policy making?

• How can psychological knowledge be applied to ad-
dress current global challenges, such as the climate
crisis, environmental degradation, geopolitical con-
flicts, societal polarization, and rapid technological
transformations (e.g., artificial intelligence and re-
lated digital technologies)?

The idea for this topical issue originated in the context
of a summer school for early-career scientists organized
by the German Psychological Society (Deutsche Ge-
sellschaft für Psychologie, DGPs), which will take place
at the University of Siegen, Germany in July 2026,
and will focus specifically on these questions. We
therefore particularly welcome submissions from early-
career scientists. Interdisciplinary papers are highly
encouraged.

How to Submit

There is a two-stage submission process. Initially, inter-
ested authors are requested to submit extended abstracts
of their proposed papers. Authors of the selected abstracts

will then be invited to submit full papers. All papers will
undergo blind peer review.

Stage 1: Structured Abstract Submission

Authors interested in this topical issue must submit a
structured abstract of the planned manuscript before
submitting a full paper. The goal is to provide authors with
prompt feedback regarding the suitability and relevance of
the planned manuscript to the topical issue.

The deadline for submitting structured abstracts isAugust
31, 2026. Feedback on whether the editors encourage au-
thors to submit a full paper will be given byOctober 15, 2026.

Submission Guidelines for Structured Abstracts
Structured abstracts should be within 1,000 words and
may encompass information on each of the following
headings: (a) Background, (b) Objectives, (c) Method/
Approach, (d) Results/Findings, and (e) Conclusions and
Implications (expected). Structured abstracts should be
submitted by email to Matthias Sperl (matthias.sperl@uni-
siegen.de).

Stage 2: Full-Paper Submission

For those who have been encouraged to submit a full
paper, the deadline for submission of manuscripts is April
30, 2027. Full manuscripts need to be submitted via the
journal’s manuscript portal at https://www.
editorialmanager.com/zfp and will undergo a blind
peer-review process.

Submission Guidelines for Full Papers
• Only English language submissions can be
considered.

• Contributions must be original (not published previ-
ously or currently under review for publication
elsewhere).

• Review and original articles should not exceed
45,000 characters and spaces in length (approxi-
mately equivalent to 9,000 words), including refer-
ences, figures, and tables (allowances for figures and
tables should be deducted on the basis of size: ap-
proximately 1,250 characters for a quarter-page
figure/table).

• All research syntheses should adhere to the meta-
analytic reporting standards (MARS) proposed by the
APA (http://www.apa.org/pubs/authors/jars.pdf ).
Additionally, authors should include a statement in
accordance with the Preferred Reporting Items for
Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses (PRISMA)
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statement (http://www.prisma-statement.org) as a
supplemental file for review.

• Other submission formats (short reports, research
summaries, opinion pieces) are also considered;
please contact the editors for details.

• Reference citations in the text and in the reference list
should be in accordance with the principles set out in
the Publication Manual of the American Psychological
Association (7th ed.).

• Supplemental material must be made available as
Electronic Supplementary Materials (ESM) or through
an online archive such as the Open Science Frame-
work (https://osf.io), PsychArchives (https://
psycharchives.org), or Zenodo (https://zenodo.org).

• For detailed author guidelines, please see the journal’s
website at www.hogrefe.com/j/zfp

Timeline

• August 31, 2026: Abstract submissions due
• October 15, 2026: Feedback to authors
• April 30, 2027: Full-paper submissions due

• June 15, 2027: Feedback to authors of full-paper
submissions due

• August 15, 2027: Revised manuscripts due
• August 31, 2027: Editorial decision about acceptance/
rejection of revised papers due

• Issue 1 (2028): Publication of topical issue. Articles
accepted ahead of the rest of the issuematerial and/or
the issue due date will be published as advance ar-
ticles online.

About the Journal

The Zeitschrift für Psychologie, founded in 1890, is the
oldest psychology journal in Europe and the second
oldest in the world. One of the founding editors was
Hermann Ebbinghaus. Since 2007, it is published in
English and devoted to publishing topical issues that
provide state-of-the-art reviews of current research in
Psychology.
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